WARD E. GROVE — A memorial service for Ward 
E. Grove, former owner/operator of Groves Flying 
Service at Grove Field in Camas, will be at 1:00 
P.M. on Sat., Sep. 11th at Grove Field. Mr. Grove 
died Tue. night at the Highland Terrace Nursing 
home in Camas. He had suffered a heart attack on 
Thur. Aug. 26 in Vancouver. He was 83 years old. 
He was bor May 17, 1910 in Bucoda, WA, mov- 
ing to Vancouver with his mother, shortly after his 
father’s death in 1924. In 1929, he received his 
private flying license from Tex Rankin's school in 
Portland, and flew a small plane, many hundreds 
of hours in later years. During World War ll, he 
served as a flight instructor at Tex Rankin's Air 
Academy in Tulare, CA. His wife, Kessie, whom he 
had married on Jan, 1, 1934, worked with the 
maintenance crews at the Air Academy. In 1945, 

he purchased land at Fern Prairie, and opened his 
airfield the following year. During the late ‘40s he 
trained many fliers at Fern Prairie under the G.I. 

Bill for returning military veterans. He continued as 
a flight instructor until 1975. The. Port of Camas- 
Washougal bought the runway at Ferm Prairie in 
1961 and Ward. continued to live in a small house 
on the Field and was employed by the Port as a 
caretaker, in addition to repairing planes and oper- 
ating a gas concession. He was a member of the 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles, Stevenson Lodge, A 
Life Member of the International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers and a member 
of the OX5 Aviator Pioneers. He is survived by his 
wife Kessie who resides at the Highland Terrace 
Nursing home in Camas, two nieces, Donna 
Spalding of Sequim, WA, Dorothy Virostko of 
Troutdale, OR, and a nephew, a Parmenter of 
Enumclaw. 


